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West in Japan, boththe ruimg samurai
classes and large nUmbers of
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educational institutions, and the
importance they plaged on etiquette.
helped shape the natlona! character of

presentiday. dapanese : / 7 A iuustration of Kangien (Kangien academy)
; (Owned by Public Interest Jnco;porated Foundation Hirose Museum)
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Shizutani Gakko (shizutani school/
1670-1870/Bizen City, Okayama Prefecture)

Shizutani Gakko is the oldest public school for
commoners in the world remaining today. Established
by Ikeda Mitsumasa, lord of Okayama Domain, it was
one of the largest village schools in the country, and
admitted students fram Okayama and other regions of
Japan
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Kangien (kangien academy/1817-1897/
Hita City, Oita Prefecture)
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Kangien, the largest private academy in early modern
Japan. was established by the Confucian scholar
] The academy adoonted the Sandatsuho
1 of admitti s regardless of their so
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Mameda-Machi(Mameda-Machi town), a
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About Japan Heritage

Created by the Agency for Cultural Affairs,
Japan Heritage comprises a series of
narratives about Japan’ s culture and
traditions, told through the historic
attractions and unique characteristics of
different regions in the country. Local
governments direct the preparation and use
of their tangible and intangible cultural
properties to communicate these stories both
within Japan and abroad, with the aim of
promoting regicnal revitalization.
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AShikaga Gakko (ashikaga academy/
?-1871/Ashikaga City, Tochigi Prefecture)

While: its vear of establishment is unknown. the Jesuit
missionary Francis Xavier wrote of the ac: “this
ac to)

lemy:

iemy in the Bando (present-day Ka

the largest in Jap

region is

n and its most famous

Kodokanikodokan school/1841-1872/
Mito City, Ibaraki Prefecture)

Established by Tokugawa Nariaki, the ninth lord of
Mito Domain, Kodokan was the largest domain school
in Japan. Akin to a university.
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college town that stipported Kangien (Hita City, Oita Prefécture)
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